
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
WATER MANAGEMENT DIVISION

500 North Third Street,Phoenix,Arizona 85004
Telephone602-417-2465

Fax 602-417-2467

August20, 2004

HERB GUENTHER
Director

DearInterestedParty:

On March 11, 1983, theArizonaDepartmentof WaterResources(Department)adopted
temporaryrules governingwell spacingandwell impactsandreplacementwells in thesame
location,R12-15-830andR12-15-840,pursuantto ArizonaRevisedStatutes(A.R.S.)§ 45-
592(B). Theintentwasto adoptthetemporaryrules until apermanentset of rulescouldbe
adoptedthroughtheregularrulemakingprocess.Efforts to adoptpermanentruleswerepursued
in thepastandfor variousreasonswere terminatedwithouttheadoptionof permanentrulesand
the temporaryrulesarethereforestill in effect. Thetemporaryrules areavailablefor reviewat
theDepartment’sweb site:~ ~er.az.ov/adwr (click on AZ WaterInfo/Statutes& Rules).

Earlierthis year,theDepartmentinitiated proceedingsto adoptpermanentrulesthroughthe
regularrulemakingprocess. A Noticeof RulemakingDocketOpeningwaspublishedin the
ArizonaAdministrativeRegisteron March 19, 2004. Thesubjectmatterof theproposed
rulemakingis to developcriteriafor apermanentsetofrulesregardingthelocationandspacing
of wells andfor assessingwell impactsunderA.R.S. §~45-544,45-592,45-597,45-598,45-601,
45-603,45-834.01,45-1041and45-1052.Theserulesgenerallyapply to applicationsto drill
non-exemptwells insideActiveManagementAreas(AMA) andapplicationsto drill wells to
recoverstoredwaterinsideandoutsideAMAs.

TheDepartmenthasbegunthewell rule developmentprocessby developingan internalWell
RulesDevelopmentTeamthat is madeup of representativesfrom eachAMA, theHydrology
Division, andtheLegalDivision within the agency.This grouphasbeenmeetingon aregular
basisandhasdevelopeda list of issuesandconcernstheDepartmentwould like to address
duringtherulemakingprocess.Theseissuesandconcernsarebeingdraftedas individual
problemstatementsthat will be distributed,discussedandrevisedduringthepublic input
process.

TheDepartmentis now developingaprocessfor public input anda stakeholdersgroup. It is the
Department’sgoal to havea stakeholdersgroupwith membersrepresentingall interestedparties.
Thestakeholdermeetingswill be opento thepublic andtheaudiencewill havea chanceto
participatein thediscussions.We arenow looking for participantswho would like to participate
in thestakeholdersgroupandwho will be ableto representtheirwaterusesector.

JANET NAPOLITANO
Governor



If you areinterestedin servingon thestakeholdersgroupor wish to identify someonewho can
representyour interest,or if you areinterestedin attendingthestakeholdersgroupmeetingsand
would like to be addedto amailing list for futuremeetingsanddocumentdistribution,please
direct yourrequeststo RoseMaeNokes,ADWR DocketSupervisorat 602-417-2420.Please
includeyourmailingaddress,e-mailaddress,andindicateif you would like to be a part of the
stakeholdersgroup. TheDepartment’swebsiteande-mail will bethepreferredmethodof
communicationduring this process.

Pleasebe awarethat this processwill involve a significantcommitmentand it is importantthat
the participantsbeableto attendandparticipatein thestakeholderprocessregularly. Pleasetake
this into considerationif you recommendarepresentative.Thegoal for thestakeholdersgroupis
to developaconsensusconceptpaperthat will guide theDepartmentin thedevelopmentof a
final rule packagethat will be presentedto theGovernor’sRegulatoryReviewCouncil before
our five-yearreviewwhich is duetheSpringof 2006. TheDepartmenthasmadethis efforta top
priority andintendsto completethestakeholder’sprocesswithin nine to twelve months.

Pleaserespondto this requestby September17, 2004. Thetentativetime framefor thefirst
meetingwill be during thelast two weeksof October,2004. Amongthetopicsto be discussedat
that meetingwill be thecreationof thestakeholdersgroup,a proposedschedule,andthe
Departmentsperspectiveon issuesandconcernsneedingto beaddressed.ScottMiller will lead
this effort for theDepartment.If you haveany specificquestions,pleasecontactScottMiller at
602-417-2465oroneof theAMA personnelasindicatedin theattachedtable.Thankyou andI
look forwardto working with you on developingthewell rules.
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Enclosure

cc: RoseMae Nokes,DocketSupervisor
ScottMiller, PhoenixAMA
CynthiaPogue,PinalAMA
JackMcCormack,PrescottAMA
AlejandroBarcenas,SantaCruzAMA
JeffTannier,TucsonAMA
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